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TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This section of the guide is intended purely as a technical reference for development
of Disk System applications.

Disk Format

The disk format chosen is that used by MSDOS computers; in particular the Apricot
720k version. Please see a standard MSDOS text for a definition of the contents of

the File Allocation Table (FAT) and the Root Directory. Sub-directories are not
implemented.

The MSDOS version 2 formats are supported, but the following (Apricot standard)
parameters are specified for disks formatted by the Computer One Disk Interface.

Tracks : 80

Sides ;2

Sectors/Track : 9

Sectors size : 512 bytes

FAT size : 3 sectors
Cluster size 1 2 sectors/cluster
Directory size : 11 sectors
Directory entries : 176 files
MSDOS ‘type’ . $FE

Sector Numbering : ;
The physical sectors on the disk are numbered from 1 to 9 each side. These real
sectors are accessed from the driver using logical sector numbers in the range 0 to

1439 (the total number of sectors - 1). It is only at the last stage that the logical to
physical transformation takes place:
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